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our military history. It began in the beginning of the past
century. It was in 1809 that the first military academy of a
general character for various divisions of the Army came
into existence, through the energy of a famous artilleryman,
Lieutenant-Colonel Don Marino Gil de Bernabe, who in the
midst of the vicissitudes of war gave life to that academy
established in Seville based upon the Battalion of Honour of
the Toledo students.
"That splendid school existed for fourteen years, for a
time in camp tents, and for a time in old monasteries, it
passed from Seville to Cadiz, from Cadiz to San Carlos, and
from there, after having the honour of fighting at Puente
Zuazo, the last bulwark of our independence, it went to the
Alpujarras, where it was dissolved. But its memory was kept
alive, and it was born again in the year 1824, By that time,
over a century ago, it was recognized to be a necessity that
the youths who dedicate themselves to the career of arms
should be educated in the same principles and under the
same roof, as was stated in the official resolution that created
it.
"It was the unfortunate life of the past century, with its
domestic campaigns, which carried the General Military
College from Segovia to Madrid, and from there to Toledo,
where under the direction of the Count de Clonard it
attained the renown due to it, until 1850, when after
twenty-five years of existence and of giving to the Fatherland
the most outstanding generals of the past century, again
domestic partisanships led to its dissolution.
* * Thirty-two years of absence were not sufficient to obscure
its memory, and on February 20, 1882, His Majesty the
King, Don Alfonso XII, in compliance with the wishes of
the Army, created the General Military Academy.
"Brilliant and unforgettable was the story of this centre
for those who filled its ranks, many of whom stand out to-